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OUT WITH THE OLD, INWITH THE NEW

As Advent is the beginning
of a new Oowors
been thinking more about the
end of the year and the begin-
ning of the New Year than
normal folks typically do at
this time of
been reflecting on our year.
ltds been, we l
Iltds been y e
wedve |l ost a n
who have been important to
us as a congregation for a
l ong ti me.
struggles with the building
and
a place where
that there are some things
that
things that are important to
usit hat we | ust
ue to do in the same ways any
mor e. And we?d
real pain arou
had some struggles adjusting
to our adjustments.

Wedve al so
start to be a
started some new ministries
and revived and developed
some ot hers.
worked hard on making the
building much more welcom-
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ing. Wedve fo
gregation on being welcom-
ing. Wedve

Deadline for Janu-
ary Newsletter,
December 18th.

facilities.

wedveiial wa

started to really wrestle with
h some very important new e
things for the sake of serving
Jesus in the future. We start-
ed a brand new worship ser-
vice which is allowing people
to worship with us inways 8 v
that werendt po
| But the most exciting thing to.
a me is that | feel no sense of
u complacency. We are looking
around to see
and how to fix it, looking
around to see
and how to celebrate it. We
may not all agree on what wet o
should do, but it seems to me
that it comes from a passion
to continue to pursue excel-
lence in our service to God.
So here are some words that
are long overdue, but heart-
Vv felt all the same: Thank You.

N Thankyouto all of the  ©
leaders and officers of this
congregation. Thank you to

e

W

s e ¢ all of you whose names ap-

p pear on the nominationsre- e &
port and to all of you who
come to meetings, make deci-

W sions and keep things running
in the background. Thank you
for the hours that you put in,

¢ for your passion for this con- -
gregation, this Body of Christ.

Why ? Maki

When the grand dr eams;a
shakes, anctcchild suffxg
tionbs ecotand abuse; t
stroyed; wllence tear: |
ters rise, tions; w hlefrj
a communi t\yGod is all t
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Thank you to all who read and
write reports, fill out Conference
forms, set things up and put
them away again. Thanks to
those who stand out in the
weather to let folks know about
what God is doing in Towanda
and in our Towanda United
Methodist Church. Thanks to
those of you who have served
and will not be
next year.
who agreed to serve for another

w term. Thanks to those who

agreed to try it for the first time.
Thanks to all of you.

Thank you to all of those who
are always willing to help when
the call goes out. Thanks to all
who make our worship spaces
beautifulfivisually, musically and
in all the other ways. Thanks to
all who teach in our Sunday
School and other Christian Edu-
cation and formation settings.
Thanks to all who open and lock
doors, make dinners, bring
snacks and make coffee.
Thanks to all who work on mis-
sion trips and pack UMCOR kits
in our HUB. Thanks to those
who go out of their way to make
sure others can participate in
our worship services. Thanks to
all who give to Kingdom of God
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through our congregation so
that we can do ministry in
Jesusd® name.
Thanks you to all for
letting me serve as your
pastor. Thanks for loving
my family and accepting us
into yours. Thanks for giv-
ing my ideas all the credit
they deservéiespecially
IR thak Me@ns RoPVENT t -
mdch. @ AnkrdnofePand? | |

humbled to serve the
Church of Jesus Christ with
you. And | can barely wait
to do it again next year!!!!

Grace to you and Peace,
-Pastor Jim
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Care Packages For the Military Personnel

Once again this year we are sending care pa

ways in which you can participate. On Mond

packages for service personnel . You can do

to donate items for the care packages, but

known to be useful to our troops, especialdl

frdamtp:// www. eqguipped. com/ depl oyld ® 0ni2l0ilt)

I have solicited input from service members

notated |ist from those who have "been there and do

hardly an all encompassing |ist and at the end is a

for anyone who sends from it. (Some needs change ov
suggestions from our sources.)

Family members will probably have some other items

tors explained that, "being in the field is kind of

portant. I f you have what others want, you wil/ be

if the military member doesn't I|ike all the items,

the unit who had few friends...he or she would sudd

Baby W aoelset s ar e Muetht eorettthean tthuialns .balliHowi fAdihs "pdnr as

prrmoi stenedreal,camslcented Field Towel s
T Beef Jerky/ Sl im Ji ms

Energy Bars {Wnholwesrs Baars,peecticf.i ¢ brand is requested,
bars 4drHOOGAHE " brandasredar @yn khdre U. S. military's own
better meets )he soliers' needs

1T Hot Sauce (Tabaswrogp ReldadDsvbdt tled ci.) d-bot kt ape
bags
f Sunfl ower seeds
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http://www.equipped.com/deployed_military_suggestions.htm
http://www.hooahhs.com/
http://www.hooahhs.com/
http://www.hooahbar.com/

1T Peanuts
T Seasoning Salt (Lawry's, etc.)

ﬁ relationships with community)
T Powdered Energy/ El ectrolyte Replacement
T Chewing Gum

T Avon Skidqgr®mtSdfotr removing face paint

bug repellant (the | atter seems variabl e
T AAcel | Al kal ine Batteries
T Personal Hygi ene Gear: Di sposabl e Razors, Toothbru
T Eye Wash / Drops (Visine, etc.) for flushing dust
 Zi-lpock styl e P aasstsiocr tStdo rsaigzee sBaghseavi er freezer sty
T Copenhagen Snuff in a tin ("Even if the service me
er than the Commanding Officer if they have a 'l og'
and it is hard to get. The stuff they do get comes i
power f ul bargaining tool in a field environment! ")
T Preeaid Phone Card so service member can call home

Stationary and #10 Envelopes for writing home

Veterans f FoOeiegmt Wawhs dghp ésredntdess f r ee prepaid ph

0
bers.O@erah e sn teplyiomk can request a card for a spe
r

this service.

hel p suppo
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Happy Birthday!

2nd Sara Landmesser
9th Genevieve Arey
11th Dave Lundy

12th Ross Warner
15th Genevieve Ennis
20th Alan Mackie
21st Pasty Weaver

22nd Blake Burlingame

Peyton Cotterman
26th Shane Martin
28th Derek Miller

30th Elaine McNeal

Happy Anniversary
11th Stephen & Nellie Irvine

package

First united Methodist church
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http://www.operationuplink.org/
http://www.operationuplink.org/

o—o0o3—*oH
=~ sSTTmpDoOoCc T

w —T30%<Q
CoOomcDTOC

~zZ®OSO00 -
O~ o<

—Soo 0o~
® = o0 - 0aoT

cutAdven€Co2m0dill

_.,
-
o
3
m
x
®

011 winds to a close, itds a good time to do a I ittle
(that would be you) did owmethhiimkp| @hmerncdh.ng their Mini
|l ay |l eadership built the plan around el ements of a Fr
al Faith Development we wanted to help folks to share
tarted the yea with a favorite hymns and scripture s
sing worship service. Fol ks were encouraged to share
rite hymn or passage of scripture. I'n April, we publ
tional bookl et which included prayers and reflections
(you) . Throughout the year there have been various
ffered in addition to Sunday School for all ages
second area we focused on was Passionate Worship with
per sonal relationship with God. Committee meetings of
God. A major effort was undertaken by a taskforce for
ngs, Vvisits to other churches and much prayBReal the t
ch for Real people. o They have been worshiping on St
begins when the Caf® opens at 6: 00PM and the contempc
amily who think Sunday morning hurch is boring, i nvi
hird area of fotaki hgrMRo4d4llowaandnS&irgskce by continu
adults and the commamimiyssioopaptojcepias eand mamidst ri
tunities for Christian fellowship. Mi ssions & Nurt
y groups and school aged youth who provided ready F
h/ school /|l ayette kits, assemble care packages for ot
Hezekiahds Hands ministry. Fi shermano6és Net and Chr
rt the community First Friday events, VBS and River
ourth area of focus was Extravagant Generosity. We
ow it makes a differemart St dwar ¢gehipp eAcadademyedT e 3S
ed some of their | earning by developing a Narrative
n series and plans for a different approach to the &
ip topics were included in the weekly bulletin and r
it easier to designate gifts in memory or honor of &
ly, the fifth item that we wanted to work on in 2011
sure that it is stated in a way that is relevant for
osal that was adopted at our annual church | eader shirg
the November newslett®©usr imi sshowml d sbe of gmi It ioamatke wd
nds into family, family intvdofwal dowei | esnhdf delsmwk ICd
this updated mission statement at the retreat, we de
Everything we focus on in our 2012 Plan for Ministr
to challenge ourselves as indiviwhuwdrléss samd ,ad rao nc cdoregr
from wel comi ng sbtlroawng edriss ctiop Igerso woifn gJ efsuulsl Chr i st . I n
stry that was developed at the retreat. During this /
in support of our congregationés mission. €. .by Nanc



