
     As Advent is the beginning 

of a new òworshipó year, Iõve 

been thinking more about the 

end of the year and the begin-

ning of the New Year than 

normal folks typically do at 

this time of year.  And so Iõve 

been reflecting on our year.  

Itõs been, well, interesting.  

Itõs been a year in which 

weõve lost a number of folks 

who have been important to 

us as a congregation for a 

long time.  Weõve had some 

struggles with the building 

and facilities.  Weõve come to 

a place where weõve realized 

that there are some things 

that weõve always doneñ

things that are important to 

usñ that we just canõt contin-

ue to do in the same ways any 

more.  And weõve had some 

real pain around that.  Weõve 

had some struggles adjusting 

to our adjustments. 

     Weõve also seen new faces 

start to be a part of us.  Weõve 

started some new ministries 

and revived and developed 

some others.  Weõve really 

worked hard on making the 

building much more welcom-

ing.  Weõve focused as a con-

gregation on being welcom-

ing.  Weõve 

started to really wrestle with 

some very important new 

things for the sake of serving 

Jesus in the future.  We start-

ed a brand new worship ser-

vice which is allowing people 

to worship with us in ways 

that werenõt possible before.   

But the most exciting thing to 

me is that I feel no sense of 

complacency.  We are looking 

around to see whatõs broken 

and how to fix it, looking 

around to see whatõs working 

and how to celebrate it.  We 

may not all agree on what we 

should do, but it seems to me 

that it comes from a passion 

to continue to pursue excel-

lence in our service to God.   

So here are some words that 

are long overdue, but heart-

felt all the same:  Thank You. 

     Thank you to all of the 

leaders and officers of this 

congregation.  Thank you to 

all of you whose names ap-

pear on the nominations re-

port and to all of you who 

come to meetings, make deci-

sions and keep things running 

in the background.  Thank you 

for the hours that you put in, 

for your passion for this con-

gregation, this Body of Christ.  

Thank you to all who read and 

write reports, fill out Conference 

forms, set things up and put 

them away again.  Thanks to 

those who stand out in the 

weather to let folks know about 

what God is doing in Towanda 

and in our Towanda United 

Methodist Church.  Thanks to 

those of you who have served 

and will not be òon the commit-

teeó next year.  Thanks to all 

who agreed to serve for another 

term.  Thanks to those who 

agreed to try it for the first time.  

Thanks to all of you.  

     Thank you to all of those who 

are always willing to help when 

the call goes out.  Thanks to all 

who make our worship spaces 

beautifulñvisually, musically and 

in all the other ways.  Thanks to 

all who teach in our Sunday 

School and other Christian Edu-

cation and formation settings.  

Thanks to all who open and lock 

doors, make dinners, bring 

snacks and make coffee.  

Thanks to all who work on mis-

sion trips and pack UMCOR kits 

in our HUB.  Thanks to those 

who go out of their way to make 

sure others can participate in 

our worship services.  Thanks to 

all who give to Kingdom of God 

OUT WITH THE OLD, IN WITH THE NEW  

Why? Making Sense of Godõs will 

When the ground 

shakes, and a poor na-

tionôs economy is de-

stroyed; when the wa-

ters rise, washing away 

a communityôs hopes 

and dreams; when a 

child suffers neglect 

and abuse; when vio-

lence tears apart na-

tions; where is God?  If 

God is all powerful, 

and if each one of us is 

a beloved child of God, 

then how can God al-

low tragedy and suffer-

ing to infest his crea-

tion?  ...continued  
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through our congregation so 

that we can do ministry in 

Jesusõ name.  

     Thanks you to all for 

letting me serve as your 

pastor.  Thanks for loving 

my family and accepting us 

into yours.  Thanks for giv-

ing my ideas all the credit 

they deserveñespecially 

when that means not very 

much.  I am honored and 

humbled to serve the 

Church of Jesus Christ with 

you.  And I can barely wait 

to do it again next year!!!! 

 

Grace to you and Peace, 

-Pastor Jim 

Deadline for Janu-

ary Newsletter, 

December 18th. 



When we lift our prayers to God, 

and no answer seems to come; 

when we earnestly seek to know the 

will of God for our lives, yet can't 

seem to discern it; when God seems 

far away; where is God? If God 

counts the hairs on our head, and 

knows every sparrow that falls, why 

is finding and understanding God's 

will so difficult at times? 

Based on best-selling author Adam 

Hamilton book Why? Making Sense 

of God's Will, we will take a fresh 

look at the age-old question of how 

to understand the will of God. Re-

jecting simplistic answers and un-

examined assumptions, we will ex-

amine how we can comprehend 

Godôs plan for the world and our-

selves in a four week worship se-

ries, starting on January 8th. 

 
January 8ðWhy Do the Inno-

cent Suffer?  
January 15ðWhy Do My Pray-

ers Go Unanswered? 
January 22ðWhy Can't I See 

God's Will for My Life? 
January 29ðWhy God's Love 

Prevails 
 

In addition to the worship services, 

there will be small group discussion 

groups using the Why?  book to 

help you really dig into the conver-

sations.  If you have questions 

about how to understand Godôs 

will, or if you have friends that 

have those kinds of questions, in-

vite them and plan to participate.   
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Care Packages For the Military Personnel                              

 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE, Why? Making Sense of Godõs Will 

Once again this year we are sending care packages to military personnel.  There are several 

ways in which you can participate.  On Monday, December 5, 7pm, we will be packing care 

packages for service personnel.  You can donate money toward shipping or items.  If youôd like 

to donate items for the care packages, but donôt know what to give, below is a list of items 

known to be useful to our troops, especially those who are currently deployed. 

(from http://www.equipped.com/deployed_military_suggestions.htm, 11/20/201) 
I have solicited input from service members I know and what follows is a consolidated and an-

notated list from those who have "been there and done that." (Thanks to all who contributed to this list.) This is 

hardly an all encompassing list and at the end is a link to larger lists, but this list is field tested and will "win huge" 

for anyone who sends from it. (Some needs change over time and this list will be updated as we receive updated 

suggestions from our sources.) 

Family members will probably have some other items that they know their loved one will like. One of my contribu-

tors explained that, "being in the field is kind of like being in prison in that bargaining items are extremely im-

portant. If you have what others want, you will be able to get what you need. The list provided will ensure that even 

if the military member doesn't like all the items, they will want for nothing. If this stuff was sent to a "new guy" in 

the unit who had few friends...he or she would suddenly discover more friends than he ever knew he had."  

Baby Wipes - packets are better than tubs. Much better than baby wipes, per se, are the "Hoo Ahhs" brand of 

pre-moistened, alcohol-free, unscented Field Towels 

¶ Beef Jerky/Slim Jims 

Energy Bars (Power Bar, etc. - Unless a specific brand is requested, much better than standard civilian energy 

bars are the "HOOAH!" brand energy bar based on the U.S. military's own specially formulated bar that 

better meets the soliers' needs) 

¶ Hot Sauce (Tabasco, Red Devil, etc.) - wrap glass bottle in duct tape and place in doubled zip-lock 

bags 

¶ Sunflower seeds 

http://www.equipped.com/deployed_military_suggestions.htm
http://www.hooahhs.com/
http://www.hooahhs.com/
http://www.hooahbar.com/
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¶ Peanuts 

¶ Seasoning Salt (Lawry's, etc.) 

¶ Atomic Fireballs / Jolly Rancher hard candy (for service member use) 

¶ Smarties or SweetTart candies (for local children who prefer sour style candy to build 
relationships with community) 

¶ Powdered Energy/Electrolyte Replacement Drink Mix (Gatorade, etc.) 

¶ Chewing Gum 

¶ Avon Skin So Soft - great for removing face paint and also reputed to be an effective 

bug repellant (the latter seems variable based on personal experience and reports) 

¶ AA-cell Alkaline Batteries 

¶ Personal Hygiene Gear: Disposable Razors, Toothbrush and Tooth Paste 

¶ Eye Wash / Drops (Visine, etc.) for flushing dust and sand out of the eyes 

¶ Zip-Lock style Plastic Storage Bags - assorted sizes, heavier freezer style are better 

¶ Copenhagen Snuff in a tin ("Even if the service member doesn't dip snuff, they will be a hero and have more pow-
er than the Commanding Officer if they have a 'log' (10 cans) of 'Hagen.' A large percentage of infantry use this stuff 

and it is hard to get. The stuff they do get comes in a plastic can and tastes terrible. The 'Stateside Hagen' is the most 

powerful bargaining tool in a field environment!") 

¶ Pre-paid Phone Card so service member can call home 

Stationary and #10 Envelopes for writing home 

Veterans of Foreign Wars operates Operation Uplink which sends free prepaid phone cards to service mem-

bers. On the Operation Uplink site you can request a card for a specific service member or make a donation to 

help support this service. 

Our response from previous care package drives has been great.  One thing that was requested that we add to this list 

was paper and #10 business envelopes so that soldiers can write home. 

22nd Blake Burlingame 

           Peyton Cotterman 

26th   Shane Martin 

28th   Derek Miller 

2nd  Sara Landmesser 

9th   Genevieve Arey 

11th Dave Lundy 

12th  Ross Warner 

15th  Genevieve Ennis 

20th  Alan Mackie 

21st  Pasty Weaver 

30th  Elaine McNeal 

 

Happy Anniversary 

11th Stephen & Nellie Irvine 
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Happy Birthday!  

http://www.operationuplink.org/
http://www.operationuplink.org/


 

News from Executive Council ï Advent 2011 
 

As 2011 winds to a close, itôs a good time to do a little reflecting on how the congrega-
tion (that would be you) did with implementing their Ministry PlanðRethink Church.  
The lay leadership built the plan around elements of a Fruitful Congregation.  For Inten-
tional Faith Development we wanted to help folks to share their personal faith stories.  
We started the year with a favorite hymns and scripture service.  This was sort of like a 
hymn sing worship service. Folks were encouraged to share their faith around  their 
favorite hymn or passage of scripture.  In April, we published a First Church Lenten 
devotional booklet which included prayers and reflections from our very own congrega-
tion (you).  Throughout the year there have been various small groups and Bible Stud-
ies offered in addition to Sunday School for all ages. 
 
The second area we focused on was Passionate Worship with the intent to ignite excitement for Christ and deepen 
our personal relationship with God. Committee meetings opened with the Prayer of Jabez to remind us to ñthink bigò 
for God. A major effort was undertaken by a taskforce formed to develop an alternate worship service. Through many 
meetings, visits to other churches and much prayer, the taskforce put together a new service, ñRiver Rock ï Real 
church for Real people.ò  They have been worshiping on Sunday evenings in the sanctuary since September. Gather-
ing begins when the Caf® opens at 6:00PM and the contemporary style service starts at 6:30PM.  If you have friends 
or family who think Sunday morning church is boring, invite them to try this new service. 
 
Our third area of focus for 2011 was on Risk-taking Mission and Service by continuing to support ways for members, 
young adults and the community to participate in hands-on mission projects and ministries. We also wanted to offer 
opportunities for Christian fellowship.  Missions & Nurture committees coordinated the efforts of members, local com-
munity groups and school aged youth  who provided ready hands to help assemble ugly quilts, inspect and pack 
health/school/layette kits, assemble care packages for our military personal and college students and help with the 
local Hezekiahôs Hands ministry.  Fishermanôs Net and Christian Ed. teams coordinated efforts for our congregation to 
support the community First Friday events, VBS and River Fest. 
 
The fourth area of focus was Extravagant Generosity.  We wanted to help our congregation understand why we give 
and how it makes a difference.   Two people attended a 3-part Stewardship Academy. The Stewardship Committee 
applied some of their learning by developing a Narrative Budget  (Matters of the Heart) and working with Pastor Jim on 
sermon series and plans for a different approach to the annual commitment of giving campaign.  Thoughts on stew-
ardship topics were included in the weekly bulletin and memorial donation envelops are available in the pew racks to 
make it easier to designate gifts in memory or honor of a friend or loved one. 
Finally, the fifth item that we wanted to work on in 2011 was to revisit our churchôs  mission statement.  We wanted to 
make sure that it is stated in a way that is relevant for todayôs seekers and believers.  A small group put together a 
proposal that was adopted at our annual church leadership planning retreat.  If youôve been in church the past year or 
read the November newsletter, it should be familiar to you. Our mission is to go to make strangers into friends, 
friends into family, family into followers, and followers into full-blown disciples of Jesus Christ.  As we mulled 
over this updated mission statement at the retreat, we decided that we would use it to audit our ministry planning pro-
cess. Everything we focus on in our 2012 Plan for Ministry should support some aspect of the mission. Conversely, we 
need to challenge ourselves as individuals and as a congregation to embrace the whole mission, from beginning to 
end, from welcoming strangers to growing full-blown disciples of Jesus Christ.  In January, weôll publish the Plan for 
Ministry that was developed at the retreat. During this Advent season, give careful prayer and consideration as to your 
role in support of our congregationôs mission. é..by Nancy Sarver, Executive Council Chair 

 


